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From the Headmaster 
 

I pray that the Christmas break was a time of rest and peace for 
your family and for all those that make up the larger JPG family.   
No doubt, this JPG family is made up of the many people who 
we see at school every day: the teachers, staff, students, and the 
many priests who come to offer Mass on Fridays.  But just as 
important are the parents who sacrifice so much, the husbands 
and wives of our teachers and staff members, the benefactors 
who enable our school to exist, and the many individuals from 
across our diocese who come (often unseen and unnoticed by 
us) to pray in our Adoration Chapel, to kneel in vigil in the heart 
of our school. 

There is much news to share and exciting events coming up in 
January, but I’ll save that for the following pages of the 
Guardian.  For now, if I may be so bold, I would like to 
recommend two key things to add to your new year’s resolutions.  
They are both vital to the life and future of John Paul the Great 
Academy.   

The first resolution: keep the evangelization going!  Keep sharing 
the good news about our wonderful school.  If you appreciated 
the piano recital or the art and music on display at the Winter 
Fine Arts evening, talk to your friends about it.  So many of you 
called friends and invited them to the Open House.  Let those 
calls be the beginning of many conversations about how John 
Paul the Great Academy can serve their family and how our 
school is playing a critical role in the future of our diocese.   

And the second resolution: come pray in our chapel.  If you are 
not already a committed adorer, this may be the most important 
step you can take to support the mission of John Paul the Great 
Academy.  Setting aside just one hour each week to pray with 

Omnia in Excellentia 
 

JPG lower school students learn about           
Advent prayer through our                                    

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program 
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Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament will literally change your life.  I firmly believe that the graces which flow from 
our Adoration chapel are the lifeblood of our school, the “one thing necessary” which enables all the other 
good and holy work to continue.  Let us know which hour works best for you. 

May God continue to richly bless you and your family in this new year.  

 

 

Upcoming Events 
January 8 Mandatory Parent Meeting 

January 9 March for Life Meeting 

January 11 JPG Congress Tournament 

January 18-23 March for Life Pilgrimage 

January 23-24 No School - (Teacher Inservice) 



 

 
2 

January 2014 

1

      ACADEMICS 

1. Welcome New Faculty – We are pleased to 
welcome three faculty members to the JPG family 
for the Spring semester.   

Mrs. Yvette Brown will be teaching the 7th 
Grade Public Speaking class. Mrs. Brown 
already assists with the Speech and Debate 
program for the high school grades.   

Ms. Megan Roberts will be teaching Spanish 1 
and 2 and the 8th Grade Algebra class.  Ms. 
Roberts is new to JPG but well known to   
many of our families through her involvement 
at Our Lady of Wisdom Church. 

 Mr. Jason Myers will be assisting in a greater 
role with our P.E. program. For the past several 
years, Coach Myers has been a great resource in 
helping us to build our athletic program at JPG.  
We are grateful to have him around even more.   

We are also grateful to Mr. John Paul Summers, 
who will continue to teach the film elective 
class.   Mr. Summers has requested to decrease his 
teaching load so he can balance his efforts with his 
film production company.   

2. Classical Education – The faculty at JPG are 
beginning an 18 month process to develop and 
enhance our Catholic, classical curriculum.  On 
January 6th and 7th, Laura Berquist will be leading 
our inservice discussions on classical education.  
Mrs. Berquist is an expert in classical education, the 
founder of the Mother of Divine Grace program, 
the author of “Designing Your Own Classical 
Curriculum,” and the author of “The Harp and the 
Laurel Wreath,” which our Lower School uses to 
study poetry.  Mrs. Berquist will also offer a public 
presentation in our JPG Library on January 7th at 
6:30pm.  Her topics will include “What is a 
Classical Homeschool Curriculum” and “Successful 
Homeschooling:  Ten Things that Really Make a 
Difference.”   
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3. Horticulture – This past month, the 
Horticulture class has been watering their garden 
and waiting anxiously for their plants to be ready 
for harvesting. Students have also begun 
construction on the wooden benches that will 
frame out the planters. During the spring 
semester, many of these students will move on 
to the P.E. class, and a different group will come 
to take their place in the garden and nurture 
their "green thumbs." The class is still in need of 
many tools and materials. If you are interested in 
assisting with this project in any way, please 
contact Mr. Kory Akers at 
kakers@jpgacademy.org. 

4. Act Prep – Having taught our ACT class to the 
Seniors during the fall Semester, Mrs. Mahan 
will be teaching this same class to the Juniors 
during the Spring semester.  Please contact Mrs. 
Mahan with any questions regarding this class. 

5. Speech and Debate Schedule - This month, 
the JPG Guardian Speech and Debate Team has 
a number of tournaments planned.  Our 
tournament schedule is as follows: January 24-
25, St. Frederick High School in Monroe; 
January 25, St. Joseph's Academy in Baton 
Rouge; and January 31 - February 1, Alexandria 
High School in Alexandria.  If you would like to 
judge, or just want to come see what the Speech 
and Debate Team is all about, please feel free to 
join.  Contact Mrs. Mahan at 
DMahan@JPGAcademy.org. 

6. JPG Student Congress Tournament - JPG 
will be hosting a speech and debate tournament 
on our campus on Saturday, January 11.  A 
number of volunteers are needed to help bake 
food for campus guests, purchase snacks for 
concessions, judge Congress and Impromptu 
speeches, and support other activities to make 
the event a success. If you are able to assist, 
please contact Mrs. Mahan at 
DMahan@JPGAcademy.org.  Thanks for your 
support! 
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    SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

7. A  Marriage Made for Heaven  - This 
Marriage Enrichment Program, facilitated by 
Glenn and Cindy Marcantel will begin this 
February 15 and will continue one Saturday 
each month for twelve months.  Please call 
207-3503 or 207- 3502 to sign up.  

8. JPG Women’s Group – Come join us on 
Friday, January 24th, at 6:30pm for fellowship 
and faith formation.  Sr. Mary Grace from the 
Nashville Dominicans will share with us after a 
potluck meal.  Bring a friend and RSVP to 
ggeorge@jpgacademy.org.  

 

    CAMPUS LIFE  

9. March For Life  – All students going on the 
March for Life AND their parents must attend 
the meeting on Thursday, January 9 at 6pm in 
the refectory. At this meeting, we will discuss 
departure and arrival schedule, itinerary, 
packing list, etc. Please make every effort to 
attend as there will not be a make-up meeting.   

10. March for Life Novena - Check our website 
for the March for Life Novena to pray with us 
and for us as we enter into the spirit of 
pilgrimage, sacrifice, and prayer on our way to 
Washington D.C.   

11. JPG Annual Gala & Auction –The Annual 
Gala is our largest fund raising event of the 
year, and will certainly be a night to remember.  
We are pleased to welcome as our keynote 
presenter Dr. Alan Keyes, one of the most 
dynamic and sought after speakers in America.  
Save the date and contact the school to get 
your tickets now!   

12. Drama Club – The Upper School Drama 
Club's fall production of 12 Angry Jurors was a 
huge success! Ms. Byers would like to say a 
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huge "thank you" to all of the students who 
showcased their acting skills in this show— you 
made us all so proud!—and also to the many 
parent, faculty, and student volunteers that helped 
to make the performances run smoothly, especially 
to Drama Club officers Luke Kirk and Kari 
Wexler, and to our very first student-led stage 
crew: Marie George, Laurel Herpin, Julia Murphy, 
and Sierra Sons. We couldn't have done it without 
you!  

Before the break, the Drama Club held auditions 
for their spring production, an adaptation of 
William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream, 
which will be performed at the end of March. This 
play will have a cast of over 30 students from 
grades 6-12 and promises to be another fantastic 
show!  Congratulations to the following young 
actors, who were awarded roles in A Midsummer 
Night's Dream:  Sydney Bonin, Brice Cambre, 
Christian Cambre, Erin Chustz, John Paul Cudihy, 
Noah Delatte, Philip Demoura, Aidan Fletcher, 
Paul Fletcher, Briggs Fontenot, Kirsten Fontenot, 
Jacob George, Marie George, Logan Habetz, 
Laurel Herpin, Eli Hindelang, Christiana Hubbell, 
Jolie Hubbell, Daniel Johnson, Luke Kirk, Sydney 
Lancon, Madison Latiolais, Hope Lewis, Luke 
Lewis, Dominic Marcantel, Joseph Marcantel, 
Catherine Oehl, Madison Price, Michael Vidrine, 
and Kari Wexler. Our stage crew will be led by 
Mollee Helmick, Logan Huval, Kylie Latiolais, and 
Jacob Wilson. 

13. And a Note of Gratitude - We have so much for 
which to be grateful, whether it was the 
extraordinary Music and Fine Arts program in 
December, the donation of a 15’ wide grooming 
lawnmower to Mr. Emanuel and the maintenance 
department, another donation that will enable us 
to break ground on the new Pieta Garden, or the 
great support we received from parents and 
newcomers at the “Families Inviting Families” 
Open House.  Christ is the center of our school, 
and He has been endlessly generous with us.  
Praise God! 

 

 



 

 

  


